Chapter 5. The Arrington Home Place

G. W. Bailey, photographer

Sometime around 1919-20, Henry
moved his family into a house at
Duhring where their last two kids were
born. The Victorian - Queen Anne
style house is thought to have been
built around 1917, by Henry and his
nephews for a photographer by the
name of G. W. Bailey, whose
relative’s owned the property
surrounding the home.

Various stories have been told about
how Henry got his house and property.
Some say he bought it from one of the
nephews, others say he bought it from
“Black” Bailey. The Plat and Deed of
the Duhring property says Pocahontas

Coal & Coke Company sold the property to Henry on February 24,
1924. Itis probable that the house was purchased from Mr. Bailey, and
the property later purchased from the coal company.
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Henry’s nephews, Robert L.
and John W. Arrington, were
establishing a presence in
Duhring a little while before
Henry and Alva got there.
Being that Henry was from his
father’s younger second group
of children, and the nephews
were offspring from the first
wife, they were all close to the
same age. In 1900, Henry was
40, Robert 39, and John 33.
The nephews raised cabbage
and worked in timber. They
later moved to the Princeton-
Athens area of Mercer County
where their families operated
stores, service stations, barber
shops, and other ventures.
Their descendants still live and
work in the area today.




The Home Place...

It was a common practice for the coal companies to lease, or sell, property while retaining the mineral
rights, creating a danger that the property could be mined right out from under the house. So sometimes
leasing was a smarter option than buying.
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Sketch by Kent Arrington (Joe’s son)

Some of Alva and Henry’s children started their own families in rooms vacated by siblings that had left
home. Several grandchildren were born and raised for a short while in the old home place. Many stories
have been told of memories of time spent in the house. The house went through periods of various
remodeling projects, but never received an indoor toilet. A double-holed outhouse on the left side of the
yard was the privy of choice. The house was wired for electricity in the 1940s.

A few stories still being researched are about the numerous lightening rods atop the house. The
photographs don’t show them because the pictures were taken before the rods were attached, or they just
don’t show up very well on film.

Wise and Alva lived in Duhring until their deaths. The old home place sat abandoned for years and
quickly became uninhabitable. After Alva's death the property was sold, the house torn down and
another family started a life with a new house built in it's place.

The following pages include the Duhring home place Plat and Deed for reference.
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THIS DEED, iede Merch E2Bth, 1324, between POCAHONTAS O0AL RITr SUKR
CTPATY, & corporation of Hew Jevasy, muthorized ta hold property 1n Wast Virginis {(here-
{nefter ¢nlled Pocehontas Compeny)}: emd H, W. ARKRINGTON, of imhring, Meorser Lnunty, "ant
Virginim:

WIT? BEETH: That in conslderail 00 lhe wan of Jevey Hundped lsty-
elphl (3968.00) dwllere, EBocshontno Comphry dcem hereby gravt aud sanvay mmta H, W, avelnp-
torn, hiz haire and sualpny, forarar, with covenant ot snefovwd werrwnby ooly, wd: Lhu! g.or-
tein trect of lend oltueted st Dubrlng, in the vistriet of #4oak_ In tha Uannty of Yavasr
and dtata of Wost Virginiw, vn tha matere of S1lipping Yeaeh ol Hloeutuona blyer, Lelng Lhe
Fapidue of 1the MeRutt "EL,BER macra™ Fes Treant Ho. 110 of Laashantam Sompany, and mata par-
ticularly btounded opod deocribed ws follows:

[Bemringa In thia desoription ara refarred to tros maTtidian &t Gury,
Wamt Yirginie).

PEGINNING at the saptarnmoet corner of tha landa herewlth described,
aeld oornar belng marked by & Inrge loocuwst post &t the asrner of B Fanag an & hilieidea,
gnld peot belng B tcorner alse of the G. P, Balley "20 Ac.” Tract {a tie line to oaid be-
ginniug cornar holng es followe: HBeginning st & atone under & fattoe, 4 faert northwast from
8 walnnt bush, pointer, on top of o epur, ¢elid stone Letng in e line of the Southwesterly
boundary of the LThompeon P. Bailey "32%,04 ac.” Trect He. £24; thence &, B4Y 58' W. 40-.0
feot to o steksa; thenoce F. 72° 26" W, 121.0 Teot to emid bepinming corner): sheone rumnlag
ajonp seid "0 ac.” Treot, 4. 9° 147 W. S85.2 fest to = poilnt in the essterly boundvry of
ripht of way of Flipping Creask franch of Morfoik and Weptern dailway, wnd 185 fest Lrow
the oentaer 1lns thersof at Stetion 40)-82,0 of pame; thanos Tasviag RAIA "F0 ma.™ Tveat and
running in e westerly directicu along ould rignl ol wagy, Uy b llne purellol 1o wod L luol
dintent northwardly from #sid center line, ronning 110 faet to A polnt inm a Tioe perpanii-
aular tg Bald coptor line et dStelion 408¢82.0 of peme; themsy in s necthordy di, cobiun wlong
50 1d parpendilenlar line end away from emald canter 1ine, rumming 75 feat to m point; thernme
in & westeriy Alregfion, by & 2ins prrallel to and 90 f2ct dletent nervlwerdly from ol
eantor line, runmning E90 feet toe poing Tunm 14nn:pnrpend1ﬂn1nr t3 AR1A oavtar Jinm af
steatlon 40E4+82,0 of pome; theénee in o southerly direetion, ulong cold Iwel menbly ed aer-
pemdlenlar line aud towerdd oeld ceanter lina, rumming 76 Test tn n point: theoos it
general wemrterly dirveciion, hy a “lns porallal to end 15 faot -listent nortlwardly Lron
sald center 1lneg, rwming Bbowt B3I feel to s polnl in e lipe rudisl Lo sald cenlsc 1lime
mt dtation 414+411.% of seme, veld point helnp 8 cornar alea of the W, P. Hailay "A% mp." Tract
thence leaviny eaid right of way end rwming along sall "85 oo™ Troot, ¥, 1° 230 g, 38700
fart Lo an 4ld lacust post At tha covnar of & Ffarom M oA h111niﬁn; thangm S, ARY 37! 1, at
mhaut 609,7 foot lesving seld "66 ao.” Trect snd egoin ruanlog eiung Lhe beforsmesllonnd
"2ac." Tract, running B4l.7 feet to 3 steke 1n an ald poRt hald, whara tha asvnar pnat
Tarmerly stood; thansa 5,A0% 440 E. 440,73 fenut $0 the begliuiing; sontolinlop by cotlm Ling
10,35 merce, more or loas, and being Llhe residus of the Malubt "#5.%4 me." Tract do. 1710,
owaad by Focnhantes Coal and Coke Company in fas,

The lenis hereswilh describud mre mure fuily ghown o1 blaeptiul at
techad Aerate end mede part heraaf, antitlad: "Hap rhoming TAndr te he aomeaged hy Prashimine
conl and “aks LUsmpany 1o B, W, Arpington. On tho waterp of #lipplie “reek ol Bluwalune

River, Dubring, Meroer County, West Virgiale, seals 17-330'," end merked in ithe lowar ripght-
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hand corner thereof; "Pocehontss Cosl and Coke Co., B nefield, W, Va_ ¥o. 1182-4, Fab. 25,
1924, L, H. R."

EXCEPTING AND RESERVING, HOWEVER, out of this convayanca Lot Yo, B in
Blook No. 12, in the Town of Ughring, which wae excvepted and reserved from the cunveysuue
of said MeNutt "25.20 mers" fee Tract No. 116 by Sdwaerd W, Ylark, George U. Thomss and
Sahin W. Colton, Jr., Prustess of ths Flattop Coal Land 4saccistion, and the said Flat-
top Coml Land 4asociation, to Pocahontas Company, by desd dated Vscembar 31, 1901, mnd
recordad in Mercer County, West Virginim, in Usad Book No. 45, pags 56, sseid Uract HNo,
116 heing tha Eighty-aecond tract desoribed in eaid deed, and sald lot being referred to
a8 having besn conveyed to Hicherds snd Bailey; lesving a net area hereby conveyed of
13.84 mcrea, more or less.

THERE I5 FURTHER EXCEPTED from the operation of this conveyance all c¢laima,
rights of action and demeges which mey acerue to the land hereby coaoveyed and to the party
of the sagond part, hie heirs and assigns, on sccount of cinders, material and debris
that may be deposited now or hersafter in or near ¥Flipping Creek end ite waters, by
lesseee of the Focahontae Compeny, about their mining operations, mnd washad down tha
stresm upon sald land; and the party of the second part, his heirs mnd assigns, shall
have no right of setion, present or future, on mecount thereof.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, subject to the exceptions and ressrvatlons aforesaid,
unto seid H, W, 4rrington, his heira and assigns, forever.

WITHESS the following signature and seal, the day and year firot sbove

written.
REV. STaMes #1.00 POCAHONTAS COAL AND COKE COMPANY.
{3EAL) By B. ¥, Mahey, Pressident.

Attest, 0. Lynn Bottomley, secretary.

STATE OF VIRGIIIA,
CITY OF ROANOEE, to-wit:

I, W, A, Carpentar, a Notary Ei.'_:'hlio of the said City of Romnoke, in and
for the dtate snd Uity sforesaid, do certify Lhet N, D, Mmher snd 0. Lynn Bottomley
this day personanlly appesrsd before me in my said Yity, and being by me duly sworn, did
depose and say that the sald H, J. Maher is the Preasident and the.said 0. Lymn Botitomlay
is tha Wgorstary of the Focahontas Yosl snd Coke Company, the corporation dsmeribed in
the writing sbove, bearing date the 26th day of March, A. ¥, Ninetesn Hundred ond Ywenly-
four (1924) euthorized by seld corporation to exeouts and ackmnowledge desds and othar
writings of said corporation, snd that the seal affixed to said writing, purporting to be
the seal of the meid Booshontes Coal snd Coke Company, is the corporate weel of that
corporation, cnd that said writing was signed and ssaled by thnp in bohelf of said corpora-
tion by its authority duly given. 4nd the said H, Y, Maher end 0. Lymn Bottomlpy this day

neknowladiesd the saild writing to be the act and dsed of maid aorporation.

35



